Oct 2019

Appeal to Blue Jay
with Zip Tie
Rachael Petersen

I keep mistaking trash for breathing things.
Each deception breaks my heart.
White bags drift like pigeons.
Styrofoam playacts as speckled crab.
Who litigates the line between dead and alive anymore?
Certainly not you —
a translucent twig in your beak,
ready to weave life of refuse,
as if the difference made no difference.
Oh, teach me to reclaim what I must to survive.
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Like a river running ever
Across the stormy tide
Life has been a thing that’s too hard
Coming takes a long, long time
 here you sent me
W
With the angels singing
I want to dwell in that estate
Though don’t know how far I have to go
But I know you, you, you...
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