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by Howie Good

    You know how you catch a glimpse of yourself in a 
store window when you’re out and about? Well, I’ve 
got scars and stuff up and down my body. All these 
years later, I still have difficulty talking about it. I’m 
not afraid of dying, no. It’s just that there are demol-
ished houses, overgrown paths – things no one is able 
to convincingly explain. I keep thinking, “This has to 
stop,” but it doesn’t, ever. Just this morning, I found a 
dead robin covered in ants beneath the feeder.
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by Russell Hemmell

I eat flies and weave a silk web for a living,
you chase spiders at night.

When you work at your desk, slim and radiant,
I look admiringly
at the colour-dripping paintbrush dancing under your fingers.

You create worlds as smooth
as the palace of leaves that’s my home
 - a thousand gleaming castles
gorgeous enticing carapace-tingling.

One night, I will creep closer.
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The Girl 
Who Loved SPiders



Howie is the author of The Loser’s Guide to Street 
Fighting, winner of the 2017 Lorien Prize. His latest 
collection is I’m Not a Robot from Tolsun Books. He 
co-edits the journals UnLost and Unbroken and the 
chapbook publisher White Knuckle Press with Dale 
Wisely.

Fabio makes acrylics and photos using tiny objects 
and discarded stuff. He enjoys taking the everyday 
and ordinary and framing it in a different way. Fabio 
lives in Bologna, Italy. His work can be viewed at 
www.fabiosassi.foliohd.com

Russell is a French-Italian transplant in Scotland, 
passionate about astrophysics and speculative fic-
tion. Recent poetry in Argot Magazine, The Grievous 
Angel, Star*Line, and others. Find them online at 
their blog earthianhivemind.netand on Twitter @
SPBianchini.

Hope is not a photographer, but she can’t help but 
capture beautiful old houses when she comes across 
them. She lives in Modesto, California and works as 
a middle-school teacher.
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